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Founding and Transfer tn Asakusa temples moved there, it became known as TAAFEORG fk T iX Toe T X 5\ T Gl
Renkoji Temple was founded by Nippo Shinteramachi {New Temple Town), |_' — T L '{\ (= o e 'I'l!.' ) IEFI La if A, I E'j-} A GRE
Shonin {d. 161a) m 1394 i the Ryogoku Renkoji's head temple is Kuenji in Mi- i - E fz ;Ii’ f'__' e o H-'f ?li BT 5 B Sl j"-"’ -~ T
district of Edo (now the Chuo Ward of  nobu, Yamanashi Prefecture, but until early 1 f.li T2 on ,__:[ f {~ L e ,:1.: i L
Tokyet as a temple of the Nichiren sect, ire the eighleenth century its head lemple |'. Il.' § ool fl: é 2 ._'|! L 5 ":’1' : E‘: ; Lk-. ]l||‘l'||J f:
He founded it because he was deeply in- was Flokkeji in Himon'va, Edo. : < i :I.'"; ,{‘_. T s j-\— 7 4 [} - "'II_ dr el o
spired by the statue of Daikokuten {the According to official documents, the great ‘ §] }3‘ Jl— i :L; i * J ;1_3‘;\,::‘—_ |'_|{ ,'_ ‘:_ f{ ) lji I_I.'ll_f L 1:1: -
god Daikoka), a god of wealth and happi- statue at the temple of the founder of the S~ N g A Sl P fti L 'i = Jj - T JHIE s thI Tr
ness and protector of Buddhism, held to sect, Nichiren, was a work by the priest A o gl i fe T é.f{‘(-_:?j‘ 2 ” liJ'; x Lt i J” E|.';'=
b 2 work by Nichiren. Nippa Shonin (1238-1341), a senior disciple o ko B ) i} '_’J’If rrl o TR TR
Subseguently the Ryvogoku site was of Nichiren. It was for years the treasure of o T T (IS | _|;:'7 1 & £ .1_, :i: i '” o
laken over by the government and in ex- Hokkeji. It is also recorded that when the O W #ik R L J; ""-'} ;; ,'l R A | HEH
change in 1644 the temple was given a later Nippo Shonin established Renkoii, i1 — g Ak T J1|r! Ll e o T

new site i the area of Asakusa (now in this statue was presented to the temple F 0~ g A (I - ( :E e A TR -
Tokyo's Taite Ward). Because so many and he was appointed its head priest, =" ESE & = T 24 &l ZH
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Fakdr A place of parificalfon

The Temple Town and Dobudana Daikokuten

In the late sevenleenth century, each of the tem-
ples in the Asakusa area leased areas of ibs
precinets for the building of shops, with the ap-
prowal of the shogunate, and that contributed to
urban development, Renkoji also submitted a
petition to the shogunate for permission to build
three adjoining shops and opened a business
district within the temple in 1738,

As the area developed, a variety of folk beliefs
prospered. The statue of Daikokulen was known
as Dobudana no Daikokuten and was the object
of many peoples” devotion, Dobudana was the
popular name for Shinteramachi.

The Great Fire

Benkuji did not escape from the dangerous fires
for which Edo was well known, On March 4,
1806, a greal fire broke out, and with the pre-
vailing southerly winds, it spread to Kyobashi,
Nihonbashi, Kanda, and Asakusa, and Renkoji
was destroved,
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Modern Period Lo the Present

Fallowing the Meiji Restoration of 1868, temples were
threatened by a decrse separating Buddhism from
Shinte, and the ordeal of the nationwide anti-Bud-
dhisl movemenl Lo destroy Buddhist lemples. How-
ever, Renkoji was sustained by the pure faith of its
tollowers and did not sutfer direct damage.

I 1915 during Lhe term of the 28th head priest,
Michirye Shonin, when Taite Ward was reorganized,
Renkoj moved bo s current site,

[n 1983 the Mamn Hall, the residence of the head
priest and his familv, and the Daikoku Hall were re-
stored thanks to the tremendous etforts of the sup-
porters and believers,
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The Statue of the God Kishimo LT ET A SR
The statue of the god Kishimo is a work by Saicho FEMHTCLIDEST
(7R7-522), he priest and founder of the Tendai sect. b, =E-THTO

Kishinwe (Hariti in Sanskrit) was formerly a demon
who ate buman bBeings, bul hearing the teaching of
Shakvamunt, she repented her sins and became a god
of easy delivery and child rearing,

Riglt: The ged Keshamo
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The Nichiren Sect

Benkoji is a Nichiren sect lemple which
transmits the teachings of Nichiren {1222~
820, who was barn in the fishing village of |
Fominato (in the present Chiba Prefecture),
At the age of twelve he entered the temple
Seichon near his home.

Later, he undertook o study lour lasting
over ten yvears, visiting such places as
Mount Tiel and Mount Kova. Coming ulti-
mately to the conclusion that human salva-
tion lay only in the Lotus Sutra, on April 28,
1253, he set torth his beliefs, declaring the
tounding af his sect.

Later, because he spread the teachings of
the Latus Sutra, he was subject to relentless
religions persecution, However, he ovet-
came Lhis without compromising, and de-
voted the rematnder to the propagation of
the Lotus Sutra, which is the greatest teach-
ing of Shakvamuni Buddha, Shakyamuni is
revered as the central object of worship, i E M emiarial Lablels
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Renkoji and Daikokuten

Tur the right of the Main Hall of Renkoji is
the Daikoko Hall, where a statue of Dai-
kokulen is enshrined. Tt s said that Nichi-
ren carved 1L in 1264 from a pine tree near
thir house where he was born, as an act of
devotion to bring about his mother's recov-
ery from an illness.

Between 15373 and 15392 Nippo Shonin
traveled throwghout the country spreading
the teachings. In Kominato, he assisted
with the difficult birth of the daughter of a
village headman, In gratitude the headman
gave him the statue of Daikokulen. The
headman’s ancestors had received iU from
Michiren's mother for services rendered,

When the great hall was completed, a
large lotus flower Bloomed in the pond and
on it appeared a radiant Daikokuten,

After that, this Daikokuten was cease-
lessly worshipped by the peaple of Edo in
the belict that it possessed miraculous pow-

Sk
24
fon L
i

=

bl [ fiz :
T A %
#3 -.|.- r]\ {{‘I J'IL.
: - i e
L5 A5 kK D
IR L (g <
Lo -3 pn B
et
Foeon T
T Az E2
_-}_ # [
H=E 5
DA TE 3G
tHE K
e T
oY kg E 0B
B 2 LgE -8 B
R L= - I (2Ne
.fgL o s i b + _"
At T kg — ¢ x B
e @ 54k b A& B il
- U L T
2 ko = B
/Y P e 2 g
& T — il

o T - vl Al R

T EEDHXEFR S The origeal stalue of Datkokilen,

reversid a Dobisedanag e Daioknfen

ers for bringing good fortune, safe child-
birth, and recovery from illness.
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Subhas Chandra Bose (1867-1945) was a paign against the front-line British base in THEAZ Tl A RME 8 2 K e
hero of the Indian independence move- the Indian-controlled Imphal Basin, The 22 SR T O PO TR B - 1:‘ # 'I'LE A4 |- ap
ment. From the time India was colonized [MA, led by Chandra Bose, joined in this 3y CIZHEZEFRE R fL *
by Great Britain in 1757, its riches were campaign, and 20,000 officers and men LB K EH ] J| iz e i; 1= :H = A 5. ik !y'i
u.uhtcmth exploited. The Indian people moved into Burma. However, L'lm:aur;u_qnl' :_,.'_' M+ ,{:I; | "1 .-{‘ (i 3:,_,- . -|)§ ff':! rll.'-‘ iL; 1' Ifl: «Ij} ~ -/I—_';,
rose repeatedly against British rule, but the the counteroffensive by the British, which T E ;:’} ];..-IIT v :J; I;E- L; J- .'.; .46 =z i _l, i ,5,-1)' =
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had no arms, was vigorously suppressed. onset of the muonsoon season, the cam- 3 H e [] i s i _’{_. iU l- :C W I 4 o L
Fealizing that India had nol been liber-  paign ended in failure. | = flf’) i 5 Ilf:J e =2 7 ?:'] i F W LE St =
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o July 1843, in Japanese-occupied Singa-  Soviet Union. Bub on August 'IH,. on his b i il . 5 b % iii%: JL ;1. :1:
pore, Bose was made president of the way to L.'.S.R.I?.., he died when his plane % :nﬂ’ }|:, _|f| C, _:: 0 L % - v ” 5
Indian Independence League and com-  crashed in Taipes, Taiwan, . O F1 j':, = i = Ab 1 £ { ¢ i k |:._
mander of the [ndian National Army Bose's lifelong battle to establish an in- j'l_l|I\ /T o noA .|I1 i _:'1—_ 4 oy iL;
(A His leadership imbued Indian sol- du_-[_\un-:.lunt_ homeland l-']'-li:L!'LEmj-.;Ed [nu..i:mi.\: ;{_ ”.-,: f; 5 EIE ;',u: :fJ [:A- 1 :?,I _{]] " i Jj:l'j
diers with an intense patriotism and fight-  desire for freedom and 1_1-.clf_~]_1|:n._~]un|;u_ I.hl_». :-;, m t}. L L & & - i 2 m
ing spirit, is turn led to the establishment of Indian i -_ JJJ it '.I|‘:‘i f? % s 41 s . R
In January 1944, to defend Burma, Japan independence on August 14, 1947, ey . 3 oA




B Avrial viere of He Renkop

BEERR i
A femily ity PR
Hie frrniy gt

cemefery

Ohme-xaicks
i

To Chrme

el SR

Foenj Wiedus!

B S ]

Rnnkojl Cem-ehzw

2%
O
14
=15
o
5

=i

® Konnano-cior

=01

s
7 ﬁ]-.l!
ik
i 5
# =
A
.
s i3
A ek
: i3
il 0
L |- |i_i1_
i H A
5t S
2
II‘I;I"- e
v i
x
i )
L iy o
T )
i_' rll'
]

P TS AL PR e 3R

Higashi Koeng 3in.

[Subrweay Marunouchi Line)

'\ Tl
y  EIGF

e
! REMECUI TEMPLE

i
Tax Shinjuku

et

L o
fl it {5
= e F
P ke ﬁ'

a4

gimil

AL /-‘. Pt =
I s T

Ao it
i T
i i
L] Fl
ik ik:
W

|- & f
S = I
Lo |
I L i
Iy Hy 4
E
_q
= 1
[ oos fF % i
'l'.' 4o I!I'_ |‘ bl 9
GO AR S !
.
k. mD
Ly oW RN
%o T4
KA =l
2 2 K
i i
] 11
ik

Access to Renkoji
Subway: About & min-
wies’ walk from Higashi
Keoenji Staticn on the
Marunouchi Lina
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Renkoji and Subhas Chandra Bose

The remaing of Chandra Bose were senl
from the Japanese military headquarters in
Tatwan o the General Staff Headquarters
in Tokye, and tinally to the Indian Inde-
pendence League. Reverend Michiki, Ren-
kojis 29th head priest, agreed to hold the
funeral on September 15, 19435,

Bose's remains were enshrined at Ren-
koji. Despite attempts by others to make use
of the remains for improper purposes, Rev-
erend Nichiki protected them and conlin-
ued Lo periorm memoerial services.

In 1937 Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehre,
in 1938 Indian President Prasad, and in
1969 Prime Minister Indira Gandhi also
came {0 pay their respects, In 1990 8 monu-
ment was setup within the precinets by the
Subhas Chandra Bose Academy, and on Au-
gust 14, 1904, close to vne hundred people
gathered fuor e S0th anniversary memorial
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Fenkoji Temple was founded in 1594
by Nippo Shonin. 1t is a Nichiren sect
temple whose head temple is Kuonji in
Minobu, Yamanashi Prefecture. Ren-
kaji’s main focuses of worship are one
stupa with  the  inscription  Namu
Myoho Renge-kye and two buddhas
Shakvamuni and Abundant Treasures
(Prabhutaratna). Koshi Mochizuki is the
30th head priest of Renkoji.
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